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Michael Loudon 
English 3010.001 MWF 9:00-9:50 
Spring 2002 
CH 3691 
Literary Masterworks 
Course Description: Through readings of classical texts, some ancient 
and some from our own century, we shall discover what pleasures and 
what problems have drawn subsequent generations to return to these 
sources again and again. While I shall provide cultural, historical 
and literary contexts, I hope our own responses will provoke reflection 
on the usefulness of these texts for our understanding of our culture 
and ourselves. What values through what artistry are still vital for 
us? What do we learn from these readings? 
Course Fo:rmat: I will lecture on contextual considerations and 
principal issues in the texts, but I do hope for energetic discussions 
that focus the materials toward your own responses and purposes. That 
means consistent preparation-keeping up with the reading and reflecting 
on it-is fundamental to good discussions. To that end, I will use 
brief quizzes and exercises as necessary. 
Course Texts: 
Horner, The Odyssey. Trans. Robert Fagles. 
New Oxford Annotated Bible. NRSV, 2nd ed. 
William Shakespeare, The Tempest. Ed. Graff and Phelan. 
William Wordsworth, Lyrical Ballads. 2nct ed. 
Herman Melville, Moby Dick. 
Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass. Ed. Bradley and Blodgett. 
William Faulkner, Light in August. 
Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man. 
Leslie Silko, Ceremony. 
Prerequisite: All students must have completed ENG 1002G, 1092G or the 
equivalent. 
Course Requirements: Reading and reflecting, reading and reflecting, 
and reading and reflecting. In your preparations, you'll want to know 
major characters, the principal plot, the setting (both place and time) 
and obvious thematic concerns; on that foundation, all further critical 
deliberations are grounded. To think, talk and write about a text, you 
need to know the text. Evaluation is based on: a midterm essay 
examination (15%), a final essay examination (20%), three critical 
essays (#1:3-4 pages [10%]; #2 and #3: 5-6 pages [20% each]) and 
participation (attendance, contributions to discussion, reading 
quizzes-15~) . 
Office Hours: Michael Loudon Phone: 6312 Office: CH3361 (3140) 
MW 10:00-11:00; TR 11:00-12:00; or, by appointment 
(Please see "General Policies" on the other side.) 
Generai Poiicies: 
Grading Standards: I shall follow the EIU English Department 
:.Uidelines, distributed in class. In all cases, I shall use a plus and 
minus system to distinguish, say, a high ~ from a low one. 
Attendance: I do take roll, and I evaluate attendance only indirectly 
in the context of your participation in the course. 
Conferences: These are at your request unless I ask to see you. Please 
ask for help as soon as you feel you need it; please don't wait until 
the last couple of weeks of class. 
Submission of work: Essays should be typed, double-spaced, on one side 
of the paper only, titled and indicate the following: name, date, 
course and section number. Essay exams and quizzes must be legible. 
Late Essays: For each day that the essay is late, the letter grade will 
fall by one full grade: an A essay due on Friday will be an F by the 
next Thursday. If there are particular difficulties, please see me. 
Piaqiarism: The English Department Policy 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism--"The appropriation or 
imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, 
and the representation of them as one's own original work" (Random 
House Dictionary of the English Language)--has the right and the 
responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate 
penalty, up to and including immediate assignment of a grade of F for 
the course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office. 
If I discover an act of plagiarism, I shall exercise the right to 
the fullest extent possible. (See The Blair Handbook, 2nct ed., pp. 233-
248, for a further discussion of what constitutes plagiarism and how to 
integrate properly your material from sources.) 
Academic Dishonesty: 
Obviously, any act of cheating other than plagiarism will also carry an 
~cademic penalty, that to be determined by Judicial Affairs, depending 
upon the dishonest act and the circumstances. 
Information for Students with Disabiiities: 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the Office of 
Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Michael Loudon 
MWF 9:00-9:50 
Spring 2002 
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January 
M 7: Course introduction 
W 9: Homer, The Odyssey: "Introduction" (by 1/14); Bks 1-4 
F 11: Bks 5-8 (continued) 
M 14: Bks 9-12 
W 16: Bks 13-16 
F 18: Bks 17-20 
(continued) 
(continued) 
(continued) 
M 21: No class-Martin L. King, Jr.'s birthday 
W 23: Bks 21-24 (continued) 
F 25: Review and summary of The Odyssey 
M 28: New Oxford Annotated Bible: Genesis, chapters 1-9 
W 30: Exodus 6: 1-8; Psalms 82; Hosea 1 & 2 
February 
F 1: Job 1, 6 & 7; Deuteronomy 32: 1-17; I Kings 18: 17-40 
M 4: Isaiah 45; "The Gospel according to St. Matthew" 
W 6: (continued) 
F 8: No class-Lincoln's birthday 
M 11: Shakespeare, The Tempest 
w 13: (continued) 
F 15: (continued) Essay 11 DUE 
M 18: William Wordsworth, Lyrical 
w 20: (continued) 
F 22: (continued) 
M 25: Melville, Moby Dick 
W 27: (continued) 
March 
F 1: Midterm essay examination 
M 4: 
w 6: 
F 8: 
(continued) 
(continued) 
(continued) 
Sprinq Break (March 11-15) 
Ballads 
M 18: Whitman, Leaves of Grass: "Song of Myself" 
W 20: (continued) 
F 22: "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry" Essay #2 DUE 
M 25: "Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking" 
W 27: (continued) 
F 29: (continued) 
April 
M 1: Faulkner, Light in August 
W 3: {continued) 
F 5: {continued) 
M 8: Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man 
W 10: (continued) 
F 12: {continued) 
M 15: 
w 17: 
F 19: 
{continued) 
{continued) 
(continued) 
M 22: Leslie Silko, Ceremony 
W 24: {continued) 
F 26: (continued) Essay #3 DUE 
Final examination: Monday, April 29, 8:00-10:00 
